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INTRODUCTION
Taxonomic accounts on the mammals of Tamil Nadu were carried out along with other Indian mammals by many authors, viz., Jerdon (1867), Blanford (1888-1891), Pocock (1939 Pocock ( , 1941 , Bates & Harrison (1997) , Nameer (2000) , and systematic review done by Ellerman & Morrison-Scott (1951) , Prater (1971) , Corbet & Hill (1992) , Menon (2003 Menon ( , 2014 , and Johnsingh & Manjrekar (2013 , 2015 . Notably, the Mammal Survey of India of Bombay Natural History Society conducted the systematic mammal survey in different regions of India including Tamil Nadu from 1912 to 1923 and the results were published by Thomas (1914 Thomas ( -1924 , Wroughton (1913 Wroughton ( -1921 , Ryley (1913 Ryley ( -1914 , Hinton (1918 Hinton ( -1923 , and Lindsay (1926) . Sathasivam (1996 Sathasivam ( , 1998 published regional checklists of mammals together for Tamil Nadu and Kerala states where he listed 168 species; however, he did not mention any separate list for Tamil Nadu State alone. Moreover, after 1998, no updated checklist of mammals is available for Tamil Nadu State despite many taxonomic and biogeographic revisions (Bates & Harrison 1997; Agrawal 2000; Johnsingh 2001; Nameer et al. 2001; Molur et al. 2005; Sridhar et al. 2008; Molur & Singh 2009) , new records on smaller mammals (Pradhan et al. 1997; Vanitharani et al. 2003 Vanitharani et al. , 2005 Vanitharani 2006 ), molecular phylogeny studies on primates (Karanth et al. 2008; Nag et al. 2011) , and on the genus Hemitragus (Ropiquet & Hassanin 2005) in Tamil Nadu and its neighbouring states. Therefore, we provide the updated checklist along with the distribution and conservation status of mammalian species of Tamil Nadu State based on the recorded evidence.
METHODS
The taxonomic arrangement of the species was primarily based on Wilson & Reeder (2005) and further updated using Wilson & Mittermeier (2009) and nomenclature of the species as per the International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature (ICZN). The distribution of species in India (outside of Tamil Nadu State), and the current conservation status as per the IUCN Red List of Threatened Species, mammal species listed in the different schedules of the Indian Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972 and the appendices of the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) are also provided.
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
As Sathasivam (1996 Sathasivam ( , 1998 provided a combined regional checklist of mammals for Tamil Nadu and Kerala, determining the mammal species only for Tamil Nadu is not possible from these checklists. Of the 168 species of mammals (136 terrestrial and 32 marine) provided by Sathasivam (1996 Sathasivam ( , 1998 , there are 29 species neither found in Tamil Nadu nor in Kerala, and 12 species found only in Kerala, but not in Tamil Nadu ( Table 1 ). The nomenclatures of 11 species (Table 2) have been changed as per Wilson & Reeder (2005) and ICZN. Two species, namely Sahyadri Forest Rat Rattus satarae and Lenis Woolly Bat Kerivoula lenis (Vanitharani et al. 2003; Molur et al. 2005) have been included in the present checklist (Table 4) , which were not listed in the earlier checklist. The current checklist also has additional details such as the updated nomenclature of species and their systematic account, prevalent vernacular names in Tamil, conservation status as per IUCN, IWPA and CITES, endemism, the distribution of species in India and the Western Ghats and plains of Tamil Nadu, and the complete bibliography for all species.
A total of 132 (108 terrestrial and 24 marine) species of mammals belonging to 12 orders and 37 families are listed in the present checklist (Table 4) . Of the 108 terrestrial mammal species, 32 species are found only in the Western Ghats region of Tamil Nadu and remaining species are found both in the Western Ghats and the plains of Tamil Nadu. The order Chiroptera represents a maximum number of species (35 species) followed by Rodentia (28 species) and these two taxa jointly account for 47 percent of the total mammalian fauna in Tamil Nadu ( Fig. 1; Table 3 ). A total of 32 species of marine mammals including Platanista gangetica Ganges River Dolphin have been reported from Indian waters so far (Kumaran 2002 (Kumaran , 2012 Nameer 2016) , of which, 24 species are distributed in Tamil Nadu State along the Bay of Bengal and the Indian Ocean. Out of 51 known endemic species of mammals in India (Johnsingh & Nameer 2015) , 22 species are found in the Tamil Nadu, and 14 of which are endemic to the Western Ghats. Elvira Rat Cremnomys elvira, a Critically Endangered species found in Tamil Nadu State until now is known only from its type locality of Kurumbapatti, Salem District, in the Eastern Ghats of Tamil Nadu. The genera namely Anathana, Latidens, and Nilgiritragus are monotypic and found only in the Tamil Nadu and its neighbouring states across the Western Ghats. The Nilgiri Tahr Nilgiritragus hylocrius, the only wild goat endemic to the southern Western Ghats in Kerala and Sathasivam (2000) Tamil Nadu, was accorded the status of State Animal of Tamil Nadu (Gazette Notification of the Government of Tamil Nadu, 1988).
The checklist of mammals of any particular region needs to be periodically updated as the number of species changes due to new discoveries, taxonomic revisions and molecular phylogeny studies (Wilson & Reeder 2005) . Recently, Nameer (2015 Nameer ( , 2016 provided a comprehensive checklist of mammals of Kerala, and the information on mammals of both Tamil Nadu (present checklist) and Kerala together will help in understating the mammal diversity of southern Western Ghats. Moreover, the present checklist would help the researchers and state forest and wildlife managers to plan conservation strategies to manage the mammals in Tamil Nadu. Act, 1972 Act, (as amended up to 2006 . Wildlife Trust of India, New Delhi. Published by Natraj Carnivora 21
Artiodactyla 9 Primates 6 Eulipotyphla 5
Lagomorpha 1 Scandentia 1 Pholidota 1 Proboscidea 1 Sirenia 1
IUCN Red List Threatened Species (2019)
Critically Endangered 1
Endangered 14
Vulnerable 17 Near Threatened 8
Least Concern 82
Data Deficient 9
Not Assessed 1
Indian Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972
Schedule I 22
Schedule II 38
Schedule III 5
Schedule IV 2
Schedule V 25

CITES (2017)
Appendix I 21
Appendix II 25
Appendix III 11
Publishers, Dehra Dun. 236pp. Throughout country except extreme high altitudes, hot and cold deserts (Pocock 1939 (Pocock , 1941 72 Throughout country in the suitable isolated pockets except Jammu & Kashmir and North-western India (Pocock 1939 (Pocock , 1941 73 Throughout the country except arid parts of Rajasthan and Gujarat and Jammu & Kashmir and high Himalayas (Mudappa 1998) 74 Goa, Karnataka, Kerala and Tamil Nadu (Mudappa 1998) 
Arumugam, G., S. Rajapackiam & T.S. Balasubramanian (1992).
75
Throughout the country in suitable habitats except high Himalayas in Jammu & Kashmir (Mudappa 1998) 
76
Throughout the country in suitable habitats (Mudappa 1998) 77 Karnataka, Kerala and Tamil Nadu (Mudappa 1998; Sridhar et al. 2008) 78
Southern and central India, Bihar, Chhattisgarh, Gujarat, Jharkhand, Maharashtra, Odisha, Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh and West Bengal (Mudappa 1998) Throughout the country (Pocock 1939 (Pocock , 1941 81 South of river Ganges peninsula from Coorg and Nilgiri hills, and from northwards Jammu & Kashmir to North-eastern India (Pocock 1939 (Pocock , 1941 82 Throughout the country except high Himalayas and North-eastern India (Pocock 1939 (Pocock , 1941 83
Throughout country in suitable habitats except Jammu & Kashmir, high Himalayas and arid parts of Gujarat and Rajasthan (Pocock 1939 (Pocock , 1941 84 Southern India, Himalayan terai to north-eastern states and Sundarbans in West Bengal (Mudappa 1998) 
85
Throughout the country except high regions of Himalayas, and arid regions of Gujarat and Rajasthan (Mudappa 1998) 86 Karnataka, Kerala and Tamil Nadu (Mudappa 1998) 
87
Throughout the country except high Himalayas and North-eastern India (Mudappa 1998) www.threatenedtaxa.org
The Journal of Threatened Taxa (JoTT) is dedicated to building evidence for conservation globally by publishing peer-reviewed articles online every month at a reasonably rapid rate at www.threatenedtaxa.org. All articles published in JoTT are registered under Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License unless otherwise mentioned. JoTT allows allows unrestricted use, reproduction, and distribution of articles in any medium by providing adequate credit to the author(s) and the source of publication.
Communications
The 
